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differ from you, and an impatience which magnifies the shortcomings of officials who are perhaps as earnest and conscientious in the discharge of their duties as yourself, and a most unsound conclusion that while any persons are to be found wanting in affection or respect for government, or yielding it obedience from motives which you do not approve, war, and not peace, is the status, arid all such persons are the proper subjects for military penal jurisdiction.
If I have written anything to disabuse your mind of so grave an error, I shall be gratified.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. S. HANCOCK, Major-General Commanding.
But all this time General Hancock's action was interfering, not only with the greedy carpet-baggers, who were fattening upon the Southern States, but with the schemes of the Radical majority in Congress. A Presidential election was approaching, and it was no part of their plan to permit the South to acquire such a degree of rehabilitation as to have the vote of its people counted in determining the result. To elect their candidate and retain possession of Congress it was necessary that the South should remain under military rule, that its citizens should be under the ban of disfranchisement, and that Federal troops should fence in the polls.
To allow Hancock's plan of constitutional and legal government to be carried out, would bring the South peaceably and happily back into the Union before the ambition of these politicians could be realized. Hence it was decreed that Hancock must go. The President of temper, lashed into excitement by causes which I deem mostly imaginary, a great confidence in the accuracy of your own opinions, and an intolerance of the opinions of others, a desire to punish the thoughts and feelings of those whoe date of your letter, four cases only of homicides had been reported to these headquarters as having occurred since Nov. 29, 1867, the date of order 40, and these cases were ordered to be tried or investigated as soon as the reports were received.stice.    This is the position in whiclx you would place me.ut I'm going ^                    to be ready.'nor** of
